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1. Educational vision and mission

Dukes vision: Children and young people are ready to make the the most of life's
opportunities and lead fulfilled lives. Students develop culturally and socially, as well as
academically, enjoying a well-rounded education full of fun and laughter. We work hard to
help every child find something that fulfills them - to find their extraordinary - the thing only
they can contribute to the world.

Dukes mission: Our mission is to be the best at helping children achieve their ambitions.
Everything we do at Dukes is driven by a strong desire to nurture young people so they
can achieve their true potential.

2. Context of Dukes

Dukes has a diverse range of schools: situated in various parts of UK, Europe and Spain;
long-established and newer; following different national curriculum; with families from a
range of cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. This diversity brings richness and
variety.

What unites us is a vision of how education shapes children’s lives and excellent schools
can help young people to be ready for all life's opportunities. Each school provides an
educational experience that meets the needs of its learners consistent with this vision.

3. Curriculum

Each school follows the curriculum according to the legislation for which the school is
authorised, either the Spanish national curriculum and its regional implementations or
the English National Curriculum. The approach to teaching, learning and assessment is
described in the IEP Teaching and Learning Framework and IEP Assessment Framework.

In Dukes schools, there is emphasis on:
. knowledge related to subjects
. skills and ways of thinking
mathematically
scientifically
artistically
linguistically
digitally
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Early Years
Children can join Dukes schools in Spain from the age of 1 year old, depending on the
provision in each school. The approach:

. is child-centred

. prioritises care, wellbeing and experiential development

. is based on carefully planned play-based experiences

. uses themes to integrate the areas of learning

. incorporates outdoor learning

. ensures any activities done at home will reinforce learning from school
. is led by one key teacher for each group of learners

. uses English as the dominant medium for learning

. ensures secure development of Spanish

Primary

Dukes schools ensure that there is a smooth transition from Early Years to Primary for all
learners. The Primary curriculum is broad and balanced. The approach:

. develops increased depth in understanding of curriculum areas

. encourages connections between curriculum areas

. ensures that core curriculum areas are co-ordinated by one key teacher for each
group of learners

. uses English as a medium for learning for a significant part of curriculum time

. ensures secure development of Spanish

Secondary

Dukes schools ensure a smooth transition from Primary to Secondary for all learners. The
Secondary curriculum ensures all learners continue to experience a broad and balanced
curriculum that gives them access to a range of future opportunities. The approach:

. continues to develop a broad range of subjects

. begins to develop deeper subject-specific knowledge, understanding and skills

. develops the ability to apply knowledge and understanding in order to analyse,
evaluate and synthesise learning

. encourages connections between subject areas and interdisciplinary thinking

. uses English as a medium for learning for at least some part of curriculum time

. ensures secure development of Spanish

In all Dukes British schools, students work towards dual certification at the end of the
secondary phase, at age 16. By completing the requirements for the Spanish national
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curriculum and achieving a minimum of 4 IGCSEs, students qualify for recognition of
completing compulsory school education in Spain and England.

Post-16

Dukes schools aim to meet the needs of all learners and to help them in their choices for
further study. For Post-16 education, depending on the provision at each IEP school
learners:

. follow Bachillerato or A levels and have support for entry to universities in Spain
and other countries

. access vocational training with close connections to the workplace

. have the readiness to thrive in other learning environments where no post-16
option is offered at Dukes schools

4. Languages

At Dukes, we believe that language is fundamental for learning and that learners need to
master complex language skills to make progress. Language skills need to be developed
consciously across the curriculum and effective language use by teachers in the classroom
improves learning.

Language as a subject
In Dukes schools, learners have curriculum time for:

. Spanish

. English

. At least 1 more language (in Valladolid French or German)
Spanish:

Learners leave Dukes schools with a full command of Spanish to enable them to
participate effectively in life in Spain.

English:
Learners develop excellent English language skills. Dukes schools work towards learners
having at least:

. a level of B1 by end of Primary
. a level of C1 by end of compulsory secondary phase at age 16 (4 ESO or Y11)
. ideally a level of C2 when they finish Baccalaureate/ A Levels.
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External certification of English language from B2 up using Cambridge English
examinations is encouraged.

Other languages:
Dukes schools work towards learners having a level of B1 by the end of compulsory

secondary phase. External certification from B1 up is encouraged.

Language across the school
Each Dukes school has an agreed approach to language use across all areas of school life.

Each school states

. expectations of language use in the classroom and other areas of the school for
learners and staff

. which languages are used for communications with staff, parents, learners

. how language and communication is celebrated, developed and encouraged

throughout the school, the curriculum, and co- / extra- curricular programmes

Language support

Where learners join a school with a level of Spanish or English that does not allow them to
participate in all curriculum areas, they are given support. Language support has the aim
of helping learners to integrate with the other learners in their year group as quickly as
possible.

5. Digital Learning
Dukes schools are communities that use technology to transform learning opportunities.
With technology we:

. are a professional learning community

. use the most appropriate resources

. enhance teaching and learning

. ensure learning is accessible to everyone

. all learn

. develop learners as critical thinkers and participants

6. Cross-curricular themes

In Dukes schools, learners develop secure subject knowledge and skills. Alongside these
they gain skills, attitudes and values that form a core part of their personal development.
They experience these through the subject curriculum and the whole school environment
and experiences offered.

Avda, El Morte de Castilla 40-42

. 47008, Valladalid
+34 983 45 B2 &7

admisionesciv@iepgroup.es



Colegio

Internacional RL.'.S?E
de Valladolid D

Global competence
In line with the OECD definition, this means the ability to:

. examine and understand local, global and intercultural issues

. understand and appreciate their own culture and perspective, and the cultures and
perspectives of others

. engage in open, appropriate and effective interactions across cultures

. take action for collective well-being and sustainable development

Social, emotional and academic competences and values

. Respect and responsibility, individually and collectively
. Resilience (flexibility, persistence, creativity)
. Life-long learning (learning how to learn, self-motivation, open-mindedness)

Co-curricular activities

At IEP, we believe schools are environments where learners have the opportunity to
extend beyond the formal subject curriculum. IEP schools offer learning experiences for
all students that complement formal curriculum learning and enable them to explore their
interests and develop their skills.

7. Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

At Dukes, we believe that every pupil can be a successful learner and recognise that some
learners may require support to realise their potential.

In Dukes schools, teachers are aware that learners have different needs, learn at different
paces and in different ways. They monitor and track learners’ progress and take account
of learners’ needs in their teaching. Where learners are not making expected progress, |IEP
schools provide additional support either inside or outside the classroom until the learner
has reached defined goals.

Some learners have specific educational needs that require more long-term intervention.
These may be as a result of physical, sensory or psychological needs, severe behavioural
problems, specific learning difficulties (this include linguistic difficulties) or because the
child is particularly gifted or talented in some areas.

Learners with specific educational needs are identified through various means including:
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. discussion with teachers and tutors
. use of individual and group assessments
. reports from previous academic years or schools
. discussions with families

Schools make reasonable adjustments and provide additional provision within the
capacity of each school to meet learners’ needs. Where a need for adjustments or
additional provision is identified, we discuss this with families.

Each school has at least one designated member of staff responsible for leading on the
recording and monitoring of ALN provision, access to the expertise of an educational
psychologist and external support when needed. Each school has procedures for the
identification, provision, recording and monitoring of all learning support and ALN
provision.

Admissions:

Where the school is unable to provide the special educational provision required by a
child, the school reserves the right not to admit the child. The admissions policy and
procedures for each school make clear the steps that are taken to ensure equality,
fairness and the well-being of all learners.

8. Pastoral care and well-being

At Dukes, we understand that emotions profoundly influence learning, personal
development and health. Dukes schools provide support for the physical and mental
well-being that are important for every child's development and rounded education.
Regular communication with families is an integral part of the Dukes approach to pastoral
care.

At group level there are policies related to pastoral care and well-being:

. Rights and responsibilities of all members of the school community
. Safeguarding and child protection
. Behaviour

. Anti-bullying

Each school has access to the expertise of a school nurse.
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o. Academic and careers development

At Dukes, we believe that every child and young person should have the opportunity to
follow academic and career paths that make the most of their talents and interests. In
Dukes schools we provide support and guidance as a continuous process so that each
learner knows what opportunities they have at each step and what they need to do to
access them.

Academic and careers guidance in Dukes schools is based on:

. equality of provision and opportunities for all

. challenging stereotypes based, for example, on gender or socio-cultural
expectations

. improving learners’ self-awareness

. develop learners’ understanding of their own abilities, aptitudes and interests and
how these

are relevant to their academic and career decisions

. enabling learners to define their goals

. enabling learners to find information, evaluate options and make informed choices
. providing a variety of guidance activities

. engaging with the world of work and higher education

10. Extra-curricular programme

Each Dukes school offers an extra-curricular programme designed to meet the interests of
its learners, where they can try out new things and develop talents, depending on the
facilities and resources available.

Where external providers run extra-curricular activities, the school checks that they meet
the quality and standards expected.
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