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1. Introduction

The Assessment Framework is designed to ensure all Dukes schools are working with
common underlying principles and approaches related to assessment. The framework is
relevant to all phases of education - Early Years, Primary and Secondary - though certain
aspects will need to be interpreted as relevant for the phase. It works alongside the
requirements of whichever national curriculum each school follows, creating points of
similarity, forming a group view and understanding. It is also intended to enable data on
learners’ progress and attainment to be collected and analysed effectively across the

group.

2. Purpose of assessment

Assessment is a fundamental part of teaching and learning. It is the way you can find out
what the impact of teaching is on learning and take decisions about what to do next.
There are different forms of assessment, with different purposes. This document focuses
on assessment related directly to curriculum content.

Baseline / Initial assessment
Used at the start of a new academic year so that:

. Teachers understand what prior knowledge, understanding and skills learners are
starting the year with.

. Teachers recognise what learners achieved in the previous year.

. Teachers understand what learners are beginning the year with in comparison to

where they finished the previous year.

In-school formative assessment

Formative assessment is used on a day-to-day basis so that:

. Learners understand what they know, are able to do and how to progress.

. Teachers understand how well learners have achieved the expected objectives, can
plan teaching and provide support and extension.

Depending on how and when it is communicated, formative assessment can also be used
so that:

. Parents have a broad picture of their children’s strengths, weaknesses and what
they need to

do to improve.

. School leaders have confidence that learners’ needs are being met.
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In-school summative assessment
Formative and summative assessment work together. When formative assessment is used
effectively, the outcomes of summative assessment should not be surprising.

Summative assessment carried out by the school is used so that:

. Learners have information about how well they have learned and understood a
topic or course of work taught over a period of time; they receive feedback on how they
can continue to improve.

. Teachers can evaluate learning at the end of an instructional unit or period and the
impact of their own teaching; they can plan their future teaching.

. Parents have information about their children’s achievement, progress and
opportunities for future learning across a period.

. School leaders can monitor the progress of groups of learners and plan for any
necessary interventions.

. At group level, progress can be monitored across schools.

External assessment
At certain points, learners take examinations developed and marked by organisations
outside the school (e.g. Cambridge English, IGCSEs).

External assessment is used to:

. Give learners’ recognition of achievement
. Enable access for learners to education and employment opportunities
. Enable benchmarking against group/national/international standards by school

leadership and other stakeholders

3. What to assess?

Learning outcomes and competences

Each Dukes school in Spain follows the Spanish national curriculum (and regional variants)
or English national curriculum. The curriculum defines what a learner is expected to learn.
Curriculum learning outcomes describe the knowledge, understanding and application of
knowledge, skills and competences that learners are expected to acquire in each subject
and across the curriculum as a whole. Assessment evaluates the extent to which a learner
has achieved these learning outcomes.
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Behaviours for learning

As well as curriculum content, it is important that learners develop behaviours, attitudes
and skills that support their learning in school and throughout their life. Teachers should
also evaluate the progress learners are making in this area, to help them develop further.
Aspects include:

. Behaviour

. Attitude

. Independent learning

. Use of target language

. Relationships with peers and adults

4, How to assess?

Baseline / Initial assessment

. Review any data on learners’ attainment from the previous school year
. Use formative assessment practices to gather information on learners
. Short tests may be helpful

In-school formative assessment
Formative assessment is carried out through everyday teaching and learning activities,
such as:

. Classroom questions / answers / participation

. Marking and giving feedback on learners’ work (classwork, notebooks, homework)
. Regular short re-cap quizzes

. Checking and giving feedback on independent learning activities

. Learners' peer assessment

. Learners’ self-assessment

. Observation

. Gather information from parents about what children can do at home (Early Years)

In-school summative assessment
Summative assessment takes place after periods of learning and can include activities
such as:

. End of unit tests
. End of term/year tests
. Assessed coursework
. Projects
. Assessed practical work
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External summative assessment
The school assessment policy should include information on:

. Which external assessment learners take

. Whether all learners take the assessments or some and how this is decided

. Whether the assessments are compulsory or optional

. When the assessments are taken

. How and whether preparation for the assessments will be integrated into teaching
and learning, to the benefit of learning and to avoid ‘teaching to the test’

. How the results from the external assessments will be used

Assessment in Early Years

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development process. Schools
must ensure that teachers are observing children and responding appropriately to help
them make progress towards the early learning goals.

Judgements can be based on observational evidence gathered from a wide range of
learning and teaching contexts as well as age-appropriate summative assessments. It is
expected that all adults who interact with a child should contribute to the process.
Families also provide useful information that should be taken into account.

5. When to assess?

Baseline / Initial assessment
. At the start of the new school year
. When a learner joins the school during the year

Formative assessment
. Continually

Summative assessment

. At the end of an instructional unit or period of time

. Not necessarily at the end of every unit, depending on their size, length and
coverage. Include opportunities to make links across units of learning
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6. Feedback and marking

Formative assessment

Learners’ should get feedback on their work regularly. Feedback helps learners
understand where they are in their learning, where they are going and how they are going
to get there. Feedback can be written or spoken.

For effective feedback:

. For any task or activity, make sure learners are clear about the aims, objectives and
the success criteria.

. Give feedback on the extent to which the success criteria and learning objectives
have been met.

. Include statements about what went well and what to do to improve.

Feedback might include a mark. Feedback is more effective if it is given before the mark,
so the learner can focus on it. Learners may be given an opportunity to respond to the
feedback and improve their work before getting a final mark.

Summative assessment

Follow the school policy on marking criteria and grades for summative assessment.
Learners should have the opportunity to get feedback on their summative assessments,
so they can be used to support further learning. As a minimum, they should know where
the gaps in their knowledge and understanding are and what they need to do to improve.

7. Record keeping

Regular records of learners’ performance need to be kept, so that teachers can review
progress to help with planning, providing support and challenge, communicating with
parents, reporting and to help cover classes if a teacher is absent.

The learning outcomes expected by the end of a period of teaching form the basis of
planning. Teachers' records should include the progress learners are making against these
outcomes and whether they have been achieved.
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8. Communicating about learner progress

Within school

. Pupil progress meetings where learners’ progress is discussed with all relevant
teachers should

be held regularly.

. Meetings to discuss and standardise learners’ grades are held each term before
grades are

finalised.

To families

It is essential that families are kept up to date with their children’s progress. Families
should know what the children should be learning, how they are doing and what they
need to do to make more progress.

Communicating with families about their children should be based on the learning
outcomes expected and progress against these. It is less helpful to communicate simply
through marks recorded on pieces of work and tests as these do not give enough
information about children’s strengths, weaknesses and how to progress in their learning.

There is usually a keep in touch meeting or phone call within 3-4 weeks of starting the
new school year for children in Early Years, the first years of Primary and the first year
after the transition from Primary to Secondary (1°ESO or Year 7) or when a learner joins
an already established group. Teachers can talk to parents about how well the children
have settled in, the progress they are making so far and raise any concerns.

School reports are sent to families at least once a term. The contents of this report should
not come as a surprise to families - through regular communication, they should already

be aware of the progress their children are making.

Families can be kept regularly informed through:

. Home-school diaries
. Class work with feedback and marks
. Phone calls, meetings
. ClickEdu
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o. School reports

School reports are the formal record of a learner’s progress at school. Teachers should
have evidence for all marks and statements made on the reports, so they can discuss
them in more detail with families.

Frequency
School reports are sent out at least once a term, so three times a year.

Contents

Termly school reports are expected to include as a minimum:

. Administrative information (e.g. class, tutor)

. An overall grade for attainment for all subjects

. Overall tutor comment (or other means of providing more details on learners’
strengths and

areas to work on)
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